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OBJECTIVE OF THE MEETING 

PARIS21, together with its partners, is committed to building resilient and modern data ecosystems that harness the value 

of data for transformative climate action. This conference will provide insights into the key challenges and opportunities 

related to climate change data production and use in low capacity countries, and discuss the potential of an integrated data 

ecosystems approach. It will build on the lessons learned from the PARIS21 Expert Workshop on Climate Change Data 

Ecosystems in December 2021. 

Climate change is an environmental, social, economic and political concern. The PARIS21 2022 Spring Meetings will feature 

a series of virtual events over the course of two days, convening interdisciplinary experts from diverse backgrounds, policy 

makers, national statistical offices, civil society and academia to share perspectives and best practices, bridge gaps in 

institutional knowledge and identify ways for collective data-driven climate action. 

The objectives of the meeting are to: 

• Understand the need for an integrated data ecosystems approach on climate change and how it can contribute to

action in various policy domains and for cross-cutting purposes (Day 1)

• Enhance learning on the reality of the current climate data landscape in fragile and capacity-constrained contexts,

and identify ways to develop sustainable climate data ecosystems (Day 2)

• Explore opportunities to bring together different institutions and actors and galvanise effective and data-informed

climate action (Day 1 and 2)

SETTING THE SCENE 

Seven years after 194 countries signed the Paris Agreement, progress has been uneven at best. Although some countries and 

regions have begun a downwards trajectory, global greenhouse gas emissions continue to rise and solutions to mitigate the 

negative effects of climate change are not widespread enough. 

Part of the problem is that we lack an integrated approach to data that brings all key climate data actors together. Countries 

are therefore unable to fully leverage mechanisms developed by the statistical community to turn climate change data into 

policy action. 

The international statistical community’s frameworks, tools, and guidelines have enormous potential to support countries 

in responding to the data requirements for effective climate policy action. Yet, a practical, inclusive and effective 

operationalisation of these mechanisms is still unclear for many countries. 

The 2022 PARIS21 Spring Meetings will provide an opportunity to discuss paths towards an integrated data ecosystem by 

bringing the national context to the international debate on climate change data. This year, the virtual meetings will offer two 

days of sessions exploring the global, regional, and national dimensions of the issue. 

MECHANISMS TO RESPOND TO DATA REQUIREMENTS FOR CLIMATE CHANGE 

Climate change is an existential threat, and communities at the international and national level are coming together to define 

and implement policies to manage the effects and reverse the negative trends. At the same time, significant gaps persist 

in data and information required to inform climate action, at various levels, and in the different domains (impacts, drivers, 

vulnerabilities, mitigation, and adaptation) . 

In response, the international statistical community has developed measurement frameworks and tools to support 

countries in responding to the data requirements for effective climate policy action. For example, in 2021, the UN Statistical 

Commission adopted the System of Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA) Framework, with a focus on ecosystems 

accounting. In 2022, a global set of climate change statistics and indicators will be adopted to help countries identify the data 

required to follow-up on international strategies and agreements. 

These frameworks provide the methodological guidance to produce robust indicators and are helping countries define the 

relevant statistics and indicators on climate change. Further, the mechanisms promote a multipurpose reporting structure 

to support monitoring of national strategies to combat climate change, the voluntary national reviews that present country 

progress towards achieving the SDGs, and the nationally determined contributions (NDCs) that define progress towards 

climate targets at the country level. 

https://paris21.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/PARIS21_CCDE_Workshop_synthesis_note.pdf
https://paris21.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/PARIS21_CCDE_Workshop_synthesis_note.pdf
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Countries need to have a climate change data infrastructure capable of identifying, sourcing and using all the relevant data 

produced in the country in order to build the climate change indicators for effective policy and decision-making. Nonetheless, 

many countries, particularly those on the front-line of climate change, such as small island developing states (SIDS), are far 

from having the capacity to fulfil those requirements. 

STRUCTURAL WEAKNESSES IN CURRENT DATA AND NATIONAL STATISTICAL LANDSCAPES 

While there is broad and increasing recognition of the critical role of data for policy, decision-making, reporting and advocacy, 

there are several challenges at the country level: 

1) Collaboration between different actors associated with different data sources is not yet institutionalised, and there are

siloed and inconsistent approaches for collecting, identifying, sharing and disseminating data and statistics for climate

action at the country level. National statistical systems are often fragmented due to unclear roles and mandates of

different organisations, such as the statistical office or line ministries. Most countries lack a coherent infrastructure for

climate change data, with a clear mandate for collection of data and co-ordination among actors (i.e., a data steward).

In many countries, national statistical offices (NSOs) are mandated to co-ordinate the national statistical system overall 

and could thus serve the essential function of a national data steward, enhancing the coherence, governance and 

mainstreaming of data flows, especially where they intersect with socioeconomic indicators. Yet in many countries, this 

potential for the NSO to adopt this role remains untapped and contributes to a persistence of data gaps for effective 

policy formulation/planning at national and sub-national levels. 

2) Insufficient national capacities to share, disseminate and effectively use climate change data. Although many

countries still struggle to produce basic environment statistics, the lack of political support, and technical and

organisational capabilities prevents taking advantage of the existing data. Data usually remain within the institution in

charge of producing them, limiting their use. For instance, essential data on adaptation to climate change, such as water

use or waste management, are often produced but not available in user-friendly data formats.

3) Inadequate funding for climate change data and statistics programmes at the national and regional levels. This is

particularly challenging for institutions and actors in fragile states and SIDS, which are constrained by an environment

of volatility, uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity, face limited resources and competing policy priorities.

TOWARDS INTEGRATED, INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE CLIMATE CHANGE DATA ECOSYSTEMS 

Taking effective action on climate change has increased data demands and requires countries to address the fragmentated 

data and statistical architecture, especially in low- and middle-income countries. In addition to developing and defining 

indicator frameworks for climate change data ecosystems, countries need practical guidance on how to adapt their national 

statistical systems to ensure that these data are produced in an integrated, inclusive and sustainable way. 

The availability and accessibility of official and unofficial data and statistics on climate change can be improved by enhancing 

collaboration between NSOs, national climate reporting authorities, and non-government actors. Enhanced collaboration 

may also facilitate data-driven decision making by private actors, and spur bottom-up action at the local level such as climate 

activism and advocacy by citizens. A demand-based approach to climate change data production and use is key to ensuring 

the sustainability of statistical systems in the long run, scale-up data innovation and reduce reliance on ad-hoc and project- 

based generation of data products often developed by external agents removed from the local context. 

An integrated data ecosystem approach as proposed by PARIS21, takes a multi-stakeholder view that includes the national 

statistical system along with the many organisations that move and transform data/information (data infrastructure, tools, 

media, producers, consumers, curators and sharers), also taking the dynamic social relationships between these entities 

into account. It provides a ‘whole of government’ paradigm to address climate change and related data gaps, and takes into 

account technical challenges such as interoperability and harmonisation between various data sources and quality standards; 

and institutional challenges related to coordination, governance and financing. 
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15’ Opening and introduction 

Johannes Jütting, Executive Head, PARIS21 Secretariat 

Ariunzaya Ayush, Minister for Labour and Social Protection of Mongolia 

20’ Kick-off talk: Getting the data right - Building inclusive data ecosystems to fight the climate crisis 

Sony Kapoor, CEO,  the Nordic Institute for Finance, Technology & Sustainability 

20’ Launch of the PARIS21 paper outlining key ideas and findings on climate change data ecosystems 

Comments by Aishath Hassan Chief Statistician of Maldives Bureau of Statistics, Paul Schreyer, Chief Statistician and 

Director, Statistics & Data Directorate, OECD, and Aniket Ghai, Senior Economic Affairs Officer UN-OHRLLS 

10’ Presentation: How can visual data help influence the climate change debate? 

Sam Joiner, Visual Stories Editor, Financial Times 

40’ Panel discussion: How can climate change data ecosystems become more impactful? 

Moderated by Johannes Jütting and Shaida Badiee, Managing Director, Open Data Watch 

Carol Coy - Director-General, Statistical Institute of Jamaica  

Helena McLeod - Deputy Director, The Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) 

Vlad Trusca - Team Lead, UNFCCC Secretariat 

Jason P. Williams - Data Manager, Ministry of Health and the Environment of Antigua and Barbuda 

10’ Audience Q&A 

5’ Closing remarks: The value of a climate change data ecosystems approach 

Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Acting High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, 

Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States 

PROPOSED AGENDA 

DAY 1: TUESDAY 05 APRIL 2022, 14:00-16:00 CEST 

Better climate change data for all – the transformative potential of climate change data ecosystems to drive collective 

action 
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5’ Introduction to day 2 and recap of day 1 

François Fonteneau, Deputy Head, PARIS21 Secretariat 

10’ Opening remarks 

Stefan Schweinfest, Director, United Nations Statistics Division 

30’ 

15’ 

40’ 

#RealityCheck country presentations: From climate data to evidence-informed action - what is the reality 

at the country level? 

Audience Q&A 

Panel discussion: The levers of change - what does it take to realise the value of climate change data 

ecosystems? 

Moderated by Cathy Krüger and Philippe Gafishi, PARIS21 Secretariat 

Johannes Friedrich - Director of Climate Data, World Resources Institute 

Fernanda Alcobé - Researcher, The International Institute for Environment and Development  

Lavorne Williams - Chief Statistician, Statistical Office of Saint Vincent & the Grenadines 

Gabriel Quiros Romero -  Deputy Director, Statistics Department IMF 

Ian Townsend – Deputy Director for Environment, UK Office for National Statistics 

15’ Audience Q&A 

5’ Closing remarks 

Johannes Jütting, Executive Head, PARIS21 Secretariat 

DAY 2: WEDNESDAY 06 APRIL 2022, 14:00-16:00 CEST 

From climate change data to action - the barriers and opportunities of creating sustainable climate change data 

ecosystems 

Iván Ojeda, Director-General, National Institute of Statistics of Paraguay 

Tarik Ogbamichael, Senior Advisor, Statistics Norway, Ria Arinda, Statistician, BPS/Statistics 

Indonesia, Kristine Grimsrund, Senior Researcher, Statistics Norway 
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