
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessing the prospects of a Global Fund for 
Development Data 

Expert Meeting 
 

  Thursday, 4 October 2018  
OECD Boulogne Building, Room BB3015 

46, quai Alphonse Le Gallo 
92100 Boulogne-Billancourt, France 

 

I. Context 
 
The 2030 Agenda has set an ambitious objective for monitoring and implementing the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). Despite an increasing demand for data, international aid for statistics remained 
low in 2016 at USD 623 million (PARIS21, forthcoming), measuring only 0.30% of Overseas Development 
Assistance. 
 
With the publication of the OECD Development Co-operation Report 2017, the debate on more and better 
funding has intensified, exploring different funding options and modalities in the data sector. Over the past 
decades, global funds have emerged in other sectors to address financing needs and respond effectively to 
development challenges. For example, the Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB and Malaria has contributed to a 
significant increase in funding for health, while the Global Fund for Children supports initiatives for youth 
and children, particularly for girls and young women, in 48 countries. Global Fund instruments are being 
considered today in other sectors, including nutrition, sanitation and infrastructure. 
 
In this context, PARIS21 and the Swiss Agency for Development Co-operation (SDC) have commissioned a 
study to explore the feasibility of setting up a global fund to support the implementation of the Cape Town 
Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development Data (CTGAP). The study will provide an assessment of the 
financial needs and existing financing modalities for the implementation of the CTGAP. It will also explore 
the opportunities and challenges of setting up a Global Fund for Development Data and provide insight into 
the design and implementation of the mechanism. 
 
This study feeds into the development data funding discussion of the High-level Group for Partnership, 
Coordination and Capacity-Building (HLG-PCCB) process and emerging results will be presented at the 
forthcoming UN World Data Forum 2018 in Dubai. 
 
 

II. Objectives 
 
The Experts Meeting on 4 October 2018 will bring together representatives from the data and statistics 
community, development finance, global funds and academia to discuss the initial results of the study. 
Authors of the report will present their findings on the “State of Play”, including a costing estimate for the 
sector and a mapping of existing financial mechanisms, and provide the first elements on assessing the 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

feasibility of establishing a Global Fund for Development Data. The meeting will provide an opportunity for 
interested stakeholders to discuss the main findings of the report.  
 

The meeting has three main objectives: 

 

 Discuss costing estimates and provide an analysis of the existing financing instruments for the 

implementation of the Cape Town Global Action Plan 

 

 Present an initial assessment on the feasibility of establishing a Global Fund for Development Data, 

exploring the challenges addressed (e.g. fragmentation of donor approaches) and the appetite 

among donors for this type of structure 

 

 Discuss the potential design, governance and operational aspects of the instrument and identify 

next steps in view of increasing funding for data 

 
 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draft AGENDA 

Thursday 4th October (Room BB3) 
 
 
9:00 - 9:30          Registration 
 

9:30 – 9:45      Introduction, objectives of the meeting and tour de table 

    

           Johannes Jütting, Manager, PARIS21 

 

           Christoph Lang, Senior Advisor, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, 

Switzerland 
 

9:45 - 11:00     I.    Funding arrangements for data: State of Play 

 

         Moderator 

          Johannes Jütting, Manager, PARIS21 

  

          Presentation 

          Rachael Calleja, Senior Research Officer, Overseas Development Institute  

         

          Discussants 

          Samantha Custer, Director of Policy Analysis, AidData  

          Jenna Slotin, Senior Director of Policy, GPSDD  

           

11:00 - 11:15        Coffee Break  

   
11:15 - 12:45    II.   Comparing mechanisms and lessons from other global funds  

 

         Moderator  

         Guillaume Grosso, Director, International Business Development & European 

Strategy, GAVI 

           

         Presentation 

         Andrew Rogerson, Senior Research Associate, Overseas Development Institute  

 

         Discussants 

         Mehran Hosseini, Manager, Programmatic Results and Impact, the Global Fund to 

Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria 

              Alessandra Garbero, Senior Statistician, International Fund for Agriculture   

Development 

     

12:45 - 14:00         Lunch (provided for all participants) 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14:00 - 15:30     III.   Exploring the focus and rational for a global funding  

        mechanism for data 

 

         Moderator:  

         Barbara Baredes, Policy Analyst, PARIS21  

           

         Presentation 

         Andrew Rogerson, Senior Research Associate, Overseas Development Institute 

 

        Discussants 

        Guido Schmidt-Traub, Executive Director of the UN Sustainable Development 

Solutions Network 

        Grant Cameron, Manager, Development Data Group, World Bank 

         

 

15:30 - 16:00         Coffee Break 

 
 

16:00 - 17:00     IV.   Funding Data for Development: bringing the data and  

        policy perspective together 

 

                

              Facilitators: Rolando Avendano and Johannes Jütting 

              

        Input: “Better Data for Development” – Draft Paper by the High Level Group of the 

United Nations Statistical Commission   

 

    

17:00 - 17:15     V.   Concluding remarks and way forward 

 

           

 

 
17:15 - 19.30         Cocktail  
 
19:30 - End         Informal dinner (open to all participants) and kindly offered by Switzerland  
 
    Location: Brasserie Jean Baptiste 

         1 Rond-point Rhin & Danube 

         92100 Boulogne 

         Tel.: 01 48 25 58 00     



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


