
Institutional set up

National Statistical Office of Malawi 
(NSO of Malawi)
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Climate Change (MoNRCC)

Climate change-related policies and plans

Malawi 2063 and its First 10-Year Implementation Plan (MIP-1)
Paris Agreement – Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)
African Union Agenda 2063 
2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals

Statistics Act (2013)
Environment Management Act (2017)
National Climate Change Policy (2012)

Legal framework

The Environmental Affairs Department, in collaboration with 
the NSO of Malawi, will develop specialised capacity in 
under-represented areas such as waste management and 
environmental statistics.

The NSO of Malawi, with support from the MoNRCC, will 
operationalise the Malawi Data Portal and adopt formal data-sharing 
protocols to improve the integration, accessibility and timeliness of 
climate data.

The Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of Energy, and the 
Ministry of Water and Sanitation, in collaboration with the 
NSO of Malawi, will harmonise climate change data collection 
methods and reporting standards to reduce fragmentation and 
duplication.

The NSO of Malawi will establish dedicated statistical units within 
key climate-related departments (Environmental Affairs 
Department, Forestry, Fisheries, Department of Climate Change and 
Meteorological Services) to strengthen co-ordinated climate change 
data production across sectors. 

Malawi has a clear legal mandate for climate change 
data and strong policy recognition of climate change 
in national development strategies

Strengths

Political interference in statistical work undermines 
data independence and resistance to adopting new 
digital data systems and harmonised methodologies

Threats

Rising demand for disaggregated climate change data 
and the potential to leverage the Malawi Data Portal 
and the Government-wide Area Network

Opportunities

Weak co-ordination and limited institutional capacity 
constrain the production, dissemination and use of 
climate change data, leading to outdated data and 
duplications across the system

Weaknesses

MALAWI'S CLIMATE CHANGE 
DATA ECOSYSTEM (CCDE) 

Malawi’s foundation for climate change data 

The current status of Malawi's climate change data ecosystem

How will Malawi improve data for climate action in the next five years?

have been mobilised to develop 
climate change statistics in 
Malawi
Climate change data production and use in 
Malawi is led by the NSO of Malawi and the 
MoNRCC, complemented by variety of 
governmental and non-governmental 
institutions.

13More than stakeholders

Malawi’s climate change data availability

119 climate change indicators are currently 
produced by the national statistical system

144 indicators are needed to monitor 
development plans related to climate change

Data demand

Data supply



Strengthening co-ordination and institutional 
capacity to close climate change data gaps

Increase capacity for inclusive climate change data collection by establishing harmonised 

data collection methods and reporting standards across line ministries, plus setting up a 

ministerial Environment, Natural Resources and Climate Change Statistics Working 

Committee.

Improve co-ordination, data sharing and dissemination through formalising co-operation 

between the NSO of Malawi and the Ministry of Natural Resources and Climate Change with 

memoranda of understanding and operationalising the Malawi Data Portal as the central 

platform for climate change statistics.

Strengthen technical capacity and digital systems by delivering targeted training in climate 

modelling, risk assessment and data interpretation, and by developing specialised capacity in 

under-represented areas such as waste management and environmental statistics.

Promote use of climate change data in decision-making with the development of 

frameworks for climate change statistics and climate risk assessment to integrate data into 

national planning, as well as building user literacy to demand, interpret and apply available 

climate change data.

Key findings for Malawi

Clear legal mandate for climate change data and strong policy recognition through Malawi 
2063, the MIP-1 and Nationally Determined Contributions.

High climate change data availability rate with an existing multi-sectoral co-ordination 
infrastructure in place.

Absence of a dedicated climate change statistics unit within the NSO of Malawi, leading to 
duplicated efforts, outdated data and limited dissemination.

Weak co-ordination in practice among NSS members, with infrequent and poorly 
communicated data products that fail to reach intended users.

Political pressure on statistical work and institutional resistance to digital systems and 
harmonised methodologies threaten data independence and CCDE advancement.

Key foreseen actions to strengthen climate change data
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Understanding the Climate Change Data 
Ecosystem (CCDE) in Malawi

• Malawi National Statistical Office 

• Environmental Affairs Department 

under the Ministry of Natural Resources 

and Climate Change

Leading agencies

National statistics system

Development partners

• University of Malawi  

• Malawi University of Science and Technology

• NGO Regulatory Authority 

• Leave No One Behind Coalition  

• Malawi Confederation of Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry

Non-state actors
• Ministry of Agriculture

• Ministry of Energy 

• Ministry of Water and Sanitation

• Ministry of Local Government

 

• World Bank

• Statistics Norway

• UK Office for National Statistics

• United Nations Statistics Division

• United Nations Environment 

Programme
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The Statistics Act (2013) establishes the 
NSO of Malawi as the central co-ordinating 

body for official statistics in Malawi. It 

mandates the NSO of Malawi to certify 

statistics produced by other government 

agencies and includes environmental 

statistics under its scope. However, the act 

does not explicitly mention climate change 

statistics.

The Malawi National Climate Change 
Policy highlights climate change adaptation 

and mitigation as a priority within the 

National Development Plans. This becomes 

apparent through the MIP-1 and the 

Nationally Determined Contributions under 

the Paris Agreement.

Foundations of climate change data in Malawi

National development plansLegislation

Malawi’s co-ordination of environment and 

climate-related data relies on existing 

multi-sectoral institutional mechanisms, 

including legally mandated environmental 

technical committees and 

cross-government platforms such as the 

National Steering Committee on Climate 

Change. These structures bring together 

key ministries (e.g. Natural Resources, 

Energy, Agriculture and Water), and climate 

change statistics are addressed within this 

broader co-ordination framework rather 

than through a dedicated mechanism.

There is no dedicated unit to lead and 
harmonise climate change statistics at the 
NSO of Malawi. This gap limits data 

collection across the NSS, resulting in 

outdated information and limited data 

dissemination through a portal or statistical 

compendia.

Limited statistical capacityCo-ordination committee
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SWOT analysis of Malawi's CCDE

A robust legal framework clearly defines 
mandates and accountability for climate 
change statistics. 

A formal co-ordination mechanism exists 
within the NSS, with the NSO of Malawi 
mandated under the Statistics Act (2013) 
to co-ordinate statistical activities across 
government.

The NSO of Malawi works with key 
sectoral ministries to compile and share 
climate change data, with technical 
support from academia, civil society and 
development partners.  

Strengths

Co-ordination among NSS members 
remains weak in practice, which leads to 
duplicated efforts and data gaps.

Climate change data dissemination is 
infrequent and poorly communicated; 
data products, therefore, often do not 
reach the intended users. 

There is limited production and 
compilation of climate change data due to 
the absence of a dedicated unit within the 
NSO of Malawi.

There is a lack of structured training on 
the production and dissemination of 
climate change statistics, the use of digital 
tools, and standardised methodologies. 

Weaknesses

Growing demand for sectoral and 
disaggregated climate change data under 
national development priorities can be 
leveraged to advocate for increased 
funding and institutional support for the 
CCDE. 

Digital infrastructure, including the 
Government-wide Area Network and the 
Malawi Data Portal, can be upgraded to 
serve as the main repository for climate 
change data and eventually support 
real-time data collection.  

Opportunities

Political pressure may influence data 
production priorities or delays in 
publication, undermining trust in official 
climate change statistics. 

Resistance to institutional change slows 
the adoption of digital systems and 
harmonised classifications, hindering 
CCDE advancement. 

 

Threats
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Climate change data availability in Malawi

An analysis of the availability of monitoring and evaluation indicators related to 
climate change in the MIP 1, and the Sustainable Development Goals is shown 
below.

As a result of ongoing efforts to produce relevant climate change data, 
82.6% of indicators related to climate change are available.  

Source: Malawi Data Gap Assessment Report by PARIS21 in 2025. 

Data gaps

2525
(17.4 %)

Climate change 
indicators are 
currently produced 
by the national 
statistical system

Climate change 
indicators are 

currently 
unavailable

144144
Indicators are needed to 

monitor development plans 
related to climate change

Data demand

Data supply

119119
(82.6 %)
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Highlights of planned climate change data 
actions in Malawi

Building on the results of the CCDE assessment, PARIS21 has supported Malawian stakeholders 
working on climate change data to develop a comprehensive action plan to address the gaps in its 
data ecosystem to inform climate-related policies and programmes over the next five years. Key 
activities of the action plan are highlighted below.

1.The NSO of Malawi will establish harmonised data collection methods and reporting standards 
to improve co-ordination and reduce duplication of efforts across line ministries (the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Ministry of Energy, and Ministry of Water and Sanitation). 

2.The MoNRCC will establish a ministerial Environment, Natural Resources and Climate Change 
statistics working committee to co-ordinate with the NSS. 

Improving coordination around climate change data 
3. The MoNRCC will develop memoranda of understanding between the NSO of Malawi and  the 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Climate Change to formalise agreements and outline terms 
of co-operation. 

4.The NSO of Malawi will operationalise the Malawi Data Portal as a central platform for climate 
change statistics. 

Strengthening technical capacity and digital systems 
5.The NSO of Malawi, in partnership with the University of Malawi, will deliver targeted training 

in climate modelling, risk assessment and data interpretation. 

6.The Environmental Affairs Department, in collaboration with the NSO of Malawi, will develop 
specialised capacity in under-represented areas such as waste management and environmental 
statistics.

Promoting the use of climate change data in decision-making 
processes

7.The NSO of Malawi, in co-ordination with the MoNRCC, will develop frameworks for climate 
change statistics and climate risk assessment to integrate climate data into national planning, 
budgeting and disaster preparedness. 

8.The MoNRCC will build user literacy to demand, interpret and use available data.

Increasing capacity for Inclusive climate change data collection  
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This country profile is based on an assessment of the CCDE in Malawi carried out by PARIS21 

in collaboration with the NSO of Malawi and the MoNRCC. 

The information for this profile was collected in 2025 as part of PARIS21’s efforts to advance 

the production and use of data for effective actions to mitigate and adapt to climate change. 

The aim is to build countries’ capacity to ensure they have access to the climate change data 

they need as the basis for evidence-based climate action and to inform climate change policies.  

Malawi’s efforts to strengthen co-ordination, digital systems and technical capacity for climate 

change statistics represent an important step toward building a more integrated climate 

change data ecosystem to support evidence-based climate action over the next five years.

PARIS21 developed a Framework for Mobilising Climate Change Data Ecosystems 
(CCDE) that helps data actors develop a strategic CCDE action plan. The plan allows 
countries to

1) Identify a comprehensive list of core data needs for climate reporting and evaluate 

current statistical capacity to produce it

2) Map all the data stakeholders who can help improve the production and use of 

climate change data through partnerships

3) Develop a detailed costed action plan for climate change data that allows a more 

efficient use of resources for data production, promotes collaboration among state 

and non-state actors and facilitates data sharing for climate action

How is PARIS21 enhancing climate change data 
in collaboration with national data ecosystems? 

About this country profile



PARIS21's Mobilising Climate Change Data Ecosystems 

Framework can be found under:

More information about PARIS21 climate change 

data work can be found under:
https://www.paris21.org/project/climate-change-data

https://www.youtube.com/@PARIS21OECDhttps://www.instagram.com/contactparis21/

https://www.paris21.org/knowledge-base/mobilising-climate-change-
data-ecosystems-framework-and-toolkit

https://www.paris21.org/fr/knowledge-base/mobiliser-les-ecosystem
es-de-donnees-sur-le-changement-climatique-un-cadre-et-une 

 English:

French:

With support from:

https://www.linkedin.com/company/paris21/posts/?feedView=all

https://www.paris21.org/


